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McCarthy & Stone
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ASPECT Construction Management Services
North Hyde Surgery, Hayes
Clanfield Surgery, Waterlooville
Brookeswood Developments
St. John’s, Winchester
Carter Jonas
Engie Regeneration
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Danielle Tucker - Non-S4 Contribution

PRIVATE DWELLINGS

As we approach the end of the year, a few of our private dwelling schemes are complete or developing well on site. A number of these are listed below:
•

Construction works for a five-bedroom, three-storey private dwelling within Warsash were completed in November 2019. The house has a triple height entrance hall which offers stack effect
ventilation during the summer months to naturally cool the building. The design responds to the two sides of the site: the riverside elevation consists of two predominantly glazed wings with
balconies, whilst the road-facing elevation has been designed to appear of a lesser scale to soften the perceived size of the building. External and internal glazed doors and sliding/folding
screens offer a high level of transparency inside and out of the building – all benefitting from amazing views across the water.

•

Work began on site within the South Downs National Park for the repair and refurbishment of a Grade II listed barn in the grounds of an existing house for a client we have been working with for
two years. The project also includes the conversion of a cart shed structure into an annexe for the house, which will be developed within the six month contract period.

•

Studio Four were appointed in early 2019 to design a large extension to a dwelling near Andover. The scheme will provide three additional bedrooms, a home office at first floor with views to the
fields beyond, as well as a ground floor snug space which opens out onto the beautifully landscaped garden. Planning was achieved in September and a contractor appointed in October;
work began on site mid-November with completion expected in summer 2020.

•

Our contemporary new build dwelling near Winchester has progressed well on site this year, thanks to a pre-fabricated timber frame which was constructed off site and assembled in two weeks.
Currently, the contractor is on first fix plumbing and electrical installation, with completion due in the spring. This house is anything but standard - with external pocket doors, a feature window
seat, a surround sound system and exposed oak trusses to give this house the real ‘wow factor’. This project will also benefit from the installation of an air source heat pump and a mechanical
ventilation heat-recovery system.

Look out for next year’s newsletter which will showcase a lot of these completed projects

SIMULATOR SUITE AT
SOUTHAMPTON SOLENT UNIVERSITY

In May we saw the completion and opening
of the Maritime Simulation Centre at Solent
University. Invited guests enjoyed an
afternoon of touring the prestigious facility
situated in the heart of the University’s
city-centre campus. Along with trying their
hand at navigating ships around the Solent
and various other ports, they also used a
crane simulator to load container ships with
cargo. The £7 million facility forms part of
the University’s £43 million investment into
maritime education and training, making
it the UK’s largest ship and port simulation
centre. It offers ship officers, harbour
masters, pilots, port superintendents and
other maritime professionals access to
exceptional training uilising the very latest
technology.

LECKFORD ESTATE

We continue to work on a wide variety of
projects on the John Lewis Partnership’s
Leckford Estate in the Test Valley. Two of
the main projects this year are The White
House and The Old Rectory, which both
started on site in spring and completed
around Christmas. These two charming
Grade II listed buildings received planning
and Listed Building consents and have been
sympathetically converted into modern
family homes. This involved working closely
with Test Valley Borough Council and utilising
our extensive knowledge and experience of
working with historic buildings and traditional
materials. Three other planning permissions
have been successfully achieved across the
estate this year and more applications are
underway.

CLANFIELD SURGERY, WATERLOOVILLE

A planning applicaiton has been submitted
for the conversion of the generous loft space
and internal alterations of the GP surgery.
The existing surgery is currently lacking in
sufficient provision for the increasing number
of patients and NHS England are supportive
of the GP’s plan to remain in their existing
accessible location and expand their
facilities to meet demand into the future. The
proposals include an additional consulting
room, treatment room and a new entrance
lobby at ground floor level, with improved
accessible staff welfare facilities at first floor
level.

OFFICE EXTENSION, HYTHE

Designs for a rooftop extension to an existing
business centre in Hythe has been granted
planning permission. As well as providing
additional office accommodation, the
scheme also improves the appearance
of the existing building with changes to
fenestration and external cladding. Across
the wider site, there are improvements to
hard and soft landscaping which will help to
define the pedestrian route through the site.

We have continued to produce feasibility studies and submit successful planning applications
with Tony Langridge Consulting for Aster Group on Previously Developed Land sites in Somerset,
Dorset and across the Test Valley. So far eight successful planning applications have been
submitted, with more currently being determined and others in the pipeline.

PHOTO COMPETITION WINNER
Danielle Tucker
Completed Building External

PENLEE LIFEBOAT STATION

Our new station in Newlyn Harbour is now
occupied and operational. Internal spaces
provide an excellent environment for the
crew to operate, train in and interact with
the public. The two storey building is in a
prominent location within a Conservation
Area and is timber-clad, which will silver
over time and blend into its surroundings.
A mono-pitched roof and large windows
provide operational views across the water.
The scheme includes many renewable
energy features. The poignant history of the
Penlee RNLI means there is considerable
local and national interest in the station. An
exciting build, attention to detail, quality of
work and great relationships between those
involved has resulted in a hugely successful
project we are proud to have been involved
with.

LEARNING DISABILITIES RESIDENTIAL UNIT,
TATCHBURY MOUNT

Works
have
progressed
well
since
commencement on site in April of the
Learning Disabilities Residential Unit with Kier
Construction, which is due for completion in
summer 2020. The steel frame and roof are
complete with the internal fit-out package
now underway. The build will provide
Southern Health NHS Foundation Trust with
a new 10-bedroom medium secure unit
on their campus at Tatchbury Mount in
Southampton; the design will provide a series
of therapy and day rooms, bedrooms with
en-suites, kitchens, administrative and staff
spaces where users and staff can rehabilitate
and work in a safe, secure and purpose-built
environment.
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VICTORIA COTTAGE HOSPITAL

Planning permission has been granted for
the conversion of Emsworth Victoria Cottage
Hospital to accommodate the town’s GP
surgery, which is outgrowing its existing
facilities. The original building dates from
the 1890’s and is much-loved by the local
community, so it was a relief to find that it was
still structurally sound despite years of disuse.
The building will be completely refurbished
as part of the works – which are due to start
on site in early 2020.

AUSTEN HOUSE, SOUTHAMPTON

Patients have now moved into Austen House
at Tatchbury Mount in Southampton, which
accommodates up to 17 children and young
people with specialist mental health needs.
The existing building underwent a £7million
refurbishment and is now the only NHS
low secure Child and Adolescent Mental
Health Services (CAMHS) unit in the south
of England; there is currently a shortage of
CAMHS inpatient beds across the UK so this
unit will make a real difference to young
people needing specialist mental health
care. The building was opened by Southern
Health’s Chief Executive and the Secretary
of State for Care in September.

In addition to Penlee completing and Wells-next-the-Sea commencing in early 2020, we are
working on seven further schemes around the English coast for the RNLI. We have also secured
temporary planning permission for Weston-super-Mare Lifeboat Station, North Somerset.

BOURNEMOUTH UNIVERSITY
CHRISTCHURCH HOUSE LABORATORIES,
PHASE 1

Studio Four worked on the feasibility through
to completion of a student laboratory as
part of the refurbishment of the 2nd floor of
Christchurch House on the Talbot Campus at
Bournemouth University. The project involved
the creation of one large teaching lab that
accommodates up to 108 students, which
can be split by a movable dividing wall into
two smaller teaching rooms. Each island
bench is served with an audio visual display
screen for practical demonstrations. A staff
preparation room, a Cell Culture Research
Laboratory and two new locker rooms were
also provided. We are currently developing
Phase 2 of the works; likely to start on site in
2020.

NETWORKING AND SOCIAL EVENTS

ST MARY’S COMMUNITY HEALTH CAMPUS,
BLOCK C REFURBISHMENT

Completed in late August this year was
the newly refurbished Block C building at
St Mary’s Hospital in Portsmouth, creating
the new Learning Centre and Research
Hub for Solent NHS. These new facilities
provide employees and visitors with ample
group and individual training spaces, office
space, two large state of the art meeting
rooms and ancillary support rooms. Also
included in the design is a courtyard area
providing a relaxing space outside in the
warmer weather, easily accessible for all.
Separate entrances and waiting areas for
each service provide clear access for staff
and visitors, whilst allowing our client the
flexibility of combining the internal spaces,
should it be required.

•

SELSEY LIFEBOAT STATION OPEN DAY
Studio Four, along with the RNLI, held an open afternoon at the award-winning Selsey
Lifeboat Station for clients and staff. Attendees had the opportunity to have a guided tour
around the lifeboat station and go on board one of the lifeboats. During the afternoon,
everyone enjoyed a hog roast and a charity raffle with all proceeds going to the RNLI. A
bonus for the afternoon was when the RNLI received an emergency call out and had to
launch the lifeboat - which everyone was able to experience.

•

STAFF SUMMER DAY
Our annual staff fun day at our Romsey office turned out to be another great afternoon!
It started with an escape room task consisting of four teams cracking various codes to
open a safe. Once this was completed we challenged each other at Jenga, volleyball,
and Connect 4, whilst enjoying food from the BBQ.

We have been discussing our designs for
the re-development of the Corn Exchange,
Swindon with the Creating Excellence SW
Design Review Panel, and are now reviewing
the proposals following the latest workshop.
The current scheme for this landmark site in
the Old Town, centred around the Grade
II listed former Corn Exchange and Butter
Market, comprises 124 flats, 4 restaurants and
11 retail units. The Corn Exchange has had
many past incarnations, including the Town
Hall, “Locarno” ballroom, ice rink and bingo
hall. Now vacant for some 30 years, fires have
destroyed the majority of the interior, but the
external walls are still standing and these will
be incorporated into the new proposals. The
project aims to rejuvenate this lesser-known
historic heart of Swindon and breathe new
life into the surrounding historic streets.

FALKLAND ISLANDS

Having spent almost 12 months during the
last two years in the Falkland Islands, our
Rhiannon North has returned from the final
period of her secondment to Ramboll; just in
time for her second winter of the year!
Rhiannon was assisting with architectural
consultancy advice and carrying out site
inspections on a number of defence and
community projects on the Islands.
It was a varied and unique experience
and very rewarding despite the challenges
involved.
She
fully
embraced
the
opportunities in both work and leisure which
have influenced her professionally and
personally.

STAFF NEWS

AWARDS
We are proud that our Gambledown Farm project, a holiday cottage development and
events venue, was shortlisted for two RICS awards in the South East region.

THRUXTON GO-KARTING
Our annual karting event in July was a great success, with over 50 staff and guests enjoying
wheel-to-wheel action at this superb venue. Thanks to everyone’s kind donations, we
raised £340 for our chosen charity; Brighterway, the charity for Southern Health NHS
Foundation Trust

CORN EXCHANGE, SWINDON

•
•
•
•
•
•

After 16 years of working as the Office Manager in our Winchester office, Julie Thomas
decided it was time for a completely different challenge and has gone to work for
the South Central Ambulance Service based in Otterbourne. Everyone at Studio Four
wished Julie all the best in her new venture.
We have also sadly said farewell to Kinga Berkesi who has decided to go back and
work in Dublin, Sarah Ryland who decided to venture into London and Martin Busby
who has moved back closer to Oxford.
We welcomed Phoebe Atfield as a Part I Architectural Assistant into our Winchester
office.
We welcomed back Jamie Fall to our Southampton office and Alex Cooper to our
Romsey office, who both returned to Studio Four after successfully completing their
RIBA Part II qualification.
Congratulations to David Lambell who has passed his RIBA Part III and has now
become a fully qualified architect.
Congratulations to Andy Browett who became a father for the second time when his
baby son arrived in September.
Well done to Charlotte Richardson who won our Christmas card competition
Thank you to all our staff for taking part in our year-long photography competition.
Well done to the category winners: Dani Tucker - Completed Building External,
Completed Building Internal, Decay & Vacant Sites, Construction Site and Non-S4
Contribution; Charlotte Richardson & Andy Browett - CGI & Montages; Jez Davies Sketches; Rhiannon North and Simon Helm - Free Composition. A selection can be
seen across this newsletter.
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THE WORLD’S BIGGEST COFFEE MORNING
We were pleased to host a charity coffee morning at our Romsey
HQ offices on 27th September as part of the World’s Biggest Coffee
Morning in aid of Macmillan Cancer Support.

Dani Tucker
Construction Site

Jez Davies
Sketches

Rhiannon North
Free Composition

Simon Helm
Free Composition

